
TOWERING INFERNO 

Kaddish 



Kaddish is an epic piece whose subject matter deals with Jewishness, the Holocaust and 
its place in 20th century culture. The album is a diverse mixture of rock, freeform jazz 
and classical elements, alongside samples from Hitler’s speeches and Jewish prayer, 
culminating in the most emotionally provoking album you are ever likely to hear. 

The album is released by Island Records on July 31st in a deluxe numbered limited 
edition compact disc package. It includes a 24 page booklet as well as card and acetate 
inserts featuring projection stills from the breathtaking live production of Kaddish, 
which is due to return to the UK in the Autumn. In the meantime, there has never 
been a more poignant and relevant time for Kaddish. 
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Scanner On Air 

Robin Rimbaud tunes in to some strange transmissions 

Nana Vasconcelos 

Hanspeter Kuenzler basks in the heat with the avant garde percussionist 

Simon Fisher Turner 

Louise Gray chances across Derek Jarman's composer of choice 

Henry Threadgill 

Steve Holtje enters the ring with an American original 

Main 

David Toop immerses himself in the sound of massed guitars 

Transcendental Meditators 

Peter Culshaw hears agony and ecstasy in the music of Pakistan 

Christian Vander’s Magma 

Paul Stump speaks in tongues with a Prog rock God 

Frank Zappa 

Ian Penman rips the flesh of a rock ’n' roll iconoclast 
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Live dates, multimedia events, happenings.,, 
Compiled by Rob Young 


News items should reach us I 
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Royal Festival Hall 




rhythm sticks 

A wild week of drumming and percussion on the South Bank 

15-24 July 1995 

Royal Festival Hall 
London SE1 

0171 928 8800 
for full leaflet 






























Buckshot LeFonque 

-FEATURING- 

Branford 

Marsalis 


























































Forrest Fang 

is a warm and witty Chin< 


0 Yuki Conjugate, Fang constructs music that is 

subtle shadowplays; a highly emotional and visceral 
brand of Fouth World digitalia. 


definitely something psychoacoustic about playing an 



“In some ways it would be as satisfying to 




























For seven days in May Liverpool reverberated to the signal of the UK’s first experimental radio 
station. That media-styled ‘telephone terrorist', Robin Rimbaud aka Scanner, tuned in 


ce patterns 














Percussionist Nana Vasconcelos — Tropical innovator, polystylist and music therapist — 
telling his own story at last. Hanspeter Kuenzler meets a journeyman of improvised music 















chance meetings 

Simon Fisher Turner’s amorphous Ambient collage, Live Blue Roma , 
enshrines the memory of a great UK film maker. Louise Gray reports 

















Henry Threadgill's Very Very Circus is one of the most 
dynamic forces in American New Music. So why has he been 
forced to live in India for two years? Interview by Steve Holtje 


vs mot 


(Chinese lute). 

The group's fourth album (after 1 
Nuff...Nuff, 92's Live At Koncepts. 

Sugar For A Dime, the latter released on Bill Laswell's 
Axiom label), is Carry The Day (they've already 

l a follow-up). It augments the Very Very Circus 


not play it. You have to send them specifically what the 
Latin community will listen to. For instance, on Cany The 


gic marketing could have its benefits 


violin, percussion and vocals. Two tracks have sung 
lyrics, several others have poems attached to them in 
the CD booklet; all are in the oblique style familiar from 


of Houston and Orchard, they'll say 


That things don’t always work that way in t 


wo years. Though he says, "I like 


blend more than they clash: listen to 'Come Carry The 
Day”, complete with New Orleans second-line tuba 
bass lines and Caribbean rhythms verging on funk; or 
the Ornette Coleman-ish "Jenkins Boys Again, Wish 
Somebody Die, It’s Hot”, evoking the sound of free j 


Jon’t make enough money to live in t 
vorld." But he does see some progre 


thing is, with record 
companies and very 
traditional types of 


re’s notone philosophical approach to 
jsfc* says Henry Threadgill. 'I don't have, I 
le.’This is true to such an 
ent that this 51 year old composer and saxophonist, 


ringmaster 
general 


within composition. Threadgill’s 
































Main's multi-layered, mud-encrusted textures 
suggest everything from radio interference to 
insect chatter. The group’s Robert Hampson 
talks to David Toop about reinventing the 
guitar and the mystery of electroacoustics 
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ecstatic pea 



The cities of Pakistan are plagued by electricity blackouts and acts of random 
violence. Yet in the midst of this spiralling chaos, musicians such as Mehr and Sher 
Ali, Zaisanga and Rubeena Haidiri continue creating some of the most passionate 
music on the planet, pursuing the path to ecstasy and transcendence. Story by 
Peter Culshaw 
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Multan Local Dance Party 










A TIMELESS PASSION 


A NOVEL BY 

NAIM ATTALLAH 






















36 The Win 



For a quarter of a century Christian Vander’s Magma have been engaged in a musical quest 
that frames visions of apocalypse and redemption with bulldozing experimental fusion. In this 
exclusive interview, Vander talks to Paul Stump about invented languages, John Coltrane, 
children’s songs and the striving towards the light 


at drummer 
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£( Kobaian, the language, 
is meant to eliminate 
ambiguities in human 
expression, the 
oppositions which divide 
humanity. My message is a 
positive one: life, the 
striving towards the 
light)) 
























U Zappa takes the piss out of 
some of the best things in the 
world - girls, drugs, discos, 
S&M - without offering 
anything in their place JJ 


For some, Frank Zappa was a,musical igorfoclast, capsizing the barrieis between high and 
low culture. For others, he Was ^reactionary force, vilifying anything that didn't fit his cynical 
worldview. Ian Penman sits down with Zappa’i} newly reissued back catalogue and takes sides 








Frank Zappa's complete back catalogue has just been reissued by Rykodisc (through Vital) 




Playlists from the outer limits of planet sound 



charts 














sound. 
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July’s choicest CDs and albums — reviewed, revered, reviled 


July winners: 

Japanese psychedelia, Kip 
Hanrahan, Gerry 
Hemingway & George 
Graewe, Pablo’s Eye 

In soundcheck: 

John Adams, Carl Craig, 
Foetus, Franco, Keith 
Jarrett, Heinz Holliger, 
Wayne Horvitz.Sam 
Mangwana, Model 500, 
Money Mark, Mike 
Osbourne, Elliott Sharp, 
David Shea, Stock, Hausen 
& Walkman, John Surman, 
Tortoise, Mark-Anthony 
Turnage, Simon Fisher 
Turner, Christian Wolff, 
:zoviet*france: and more... 

In brief: 

Piling through the new 
classical, Electronica, weird 
noise and out rock releases 
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New extremities 

With this month's FREE subscription offer 

Receive one year's worth of ({'’ires plus 17 future shocks for just £25 



Extreme Possibilities: Lo Recordings Volume One 

The first release on the new label set up by John lye (of MLO fame), Extreme 
Possibilities is the latest attempt to map the connections now being forged in the fallout 
from music’s digital revolution. Featuring 17 exclusive tracks ftom many of the most 
innovative artists currently active in the electronic hemisphere, this is the ideal place to 
begin or continue your acquaintance with the music at the outer rim of digital 
experimentation, FREE with your new subscription to The Wire. This offer is strictly 
limited—send in your order NOWI 


• USA $50.00 • EU (including Eire) £30.00 

l my EXTREME POSSIBILITIES CD J I enclose m 


Surface £30.00 • Air £45.00 


Access/Mastercard □ 
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wiRE compet^ 

Grolsch T-Shirts to be won! I 

Bamboozled by those 'surreal' TV ads featuring a blind man stroking a rhinoceros and a chimp staring at the world through 
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Courvoisier Prints to be won! 
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UNIVERSAL SOUNDS OF AMERiCA 


SUN RA AND THE SOLAR ARKESTRA 

MARCUS BELGRAVE 

DAVID DURRAH 



Distribution: UK: Vital 0117 988 3300 Italy: Flying 00 39 81 762 8278 
France: Night & Day 00 33 1 48 13 0090 Germany: EWM 00 49 402512089 Benelux: Munich 00 31 
8370 21444 Switzerland: Sound Service 00 41 21 311 6418 Austria: Sing Sang 00 43 1 7122267 






